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The Village of Skaneateles Code Enforcement Office has received a number of complaints regarding the
short term rental of buildings and homes that are presently not authorized to be used other than as a
Dwelling. Please take notice that an owner of such a Dwelling must apply for and be granted either
a Special Use Permit or Use Variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals in order to use property in
the Village for rental, or non-owner occupancy, for a period of less than 30 days. This applies in all
Zoning Districts in the Village.*

The definition of a Dwelling in the Village Zoning Code (including one family, two family, multi-family,
and townhouse dwellings) excludes use of such structures for more or less transient occupancy of less
than 30 days. Use of a Dwelling for the rental or occupancy of a dwelling unit for a period shorter than
30 days without first obtaining either a Special Use Permit or Use Variance from the Zoning Board of
Appeals is a violation of Village Code. (Hotels, motels, lodging, tourist homes and bed and breakfast
homestays are not considered Dwellings under the code and may continue to be rented for a period of less
than 30 days if the Village of Skaneateles has already authorized such use.)

Effective immediately, to continue short term rentals you must apply for and be granted through the
Village of Skaneateles Zoning Board of Appeals either a Special Use Permit or a Use Variance under
Section 225 of the Code, depending on the zoning district. Failure to comply shall result in further
enforcement action from the Village of Skaneateles, including monetary fines and/or court injunction.
Definitions and procedures may be found on the Village website, www.villageofskaneateles.com under
the Village Code link (Village Code/Zoning, Chapter 225).

After reviewing the code, if you have any questions or concerns, you may contact John Cromp, Code
Enforcement Officer at rentalcompliance@villageofskaneateles.com or (315)685-2118.

THIS IS A GENERAL NOTICE TO ALL PROPERTY OWNERS IN THE VILLAGE OF
SKANEATELES AND SHALL NOT BE CONSIDERED AS ADVICE OR A DETERMINATION
BY THE SKANEATELES CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR VILLAGE. IF YOU HAVE
QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS ABOUT YOUR PROPERTY, YOU SHOULD INQUIRE WITH
THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER.

*In most cases involving homes in the Village of Skaneateles, a Special Use Permit is required in order to
use a structure for transient occupancy of less than 30 days in the A3, C, and D Zoning Districts, and a
use variance is required in the Al, A2, A4, B, and PL Districts. Please note that other governmental
variances, permits or approvals may also be required.
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VILLAGE PROTOCOLS FOR SHORT-TERM RENTALS

Recognizing that a growing problem exists with short-term rentals (less than thirty days),
which are prohibited in dwellings in the Village, and recognizing the sudden and dramatic
increase in such activity, and the number of complaints received in connection with such activity,
and in a desire to be fair and equitable to all parties involved, the Village will undertake the
following steps.

1. Notice to Homeowners. The Village will send a written notice to’ all
homeowners advising them that short-term rentals are not permitted in a dwelling. Owners may
seek relief (a Use Variance, if the dwelling is located in a residential zone, or a Special Use
Permit, if the dwelling is located in another district). The notice is intended to be informational,
not an enforcement tool.

2. Handling of Complaints. The Village is in receipt of several specific complaints
regarding properties which may be in violation of the Village Code. In response to any specific
complaints received by the Village, the Code Enforcement Officer will send a separate written
notice to the owner of the dwelling, advising of the complaint and informing them that they may
apply for a Use Variance or Special Use Permit, but that the ability to obtain such relief cannot
be assured.

3. New Email Account. The Village has established a new, dedicated email

account: (“rentalcompliance@villageofskaneateles.com™). This email account will be used to

receive and process all communications pertaining to short-term rentals.

a. Any new complaints regarding violations should be made by email to this
address, or in writing.

b. Inquiries regarding the process of coming into compliance, or regarding
the requirements of the Village Code, should be made to this address.

c. Requests for appointments with the Code Enforcement Officer regarding
short-term rentals should be made to this address.

d. Applications for a Use Variance or Special Use Permit (or any other relief)

should be submitted to this address and will be referred by the Code
Enforcement Officer to the appropriate Board.

e. A Village employee will regularly review this email account and direct
inquiries or applications to the appropriate body.

4. Information Sheet. The Code Enforcement Officer will develop an information
sheet regarding the application process for a Special Use Permit and/or Use Variance, together
with list of applicable fees and dates. This sheet will be distributed upon request.

5. Enforcement Activity. The Code Enforcement Officer will initiate such
enforcement activity as may be required, including but not limited to monetary fines and/or court
injunction.
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