Village of Skaneateles
Zoning Board of Appeals Hearing
September 27, 2011

In the matter of the application submitted by Ovid Neulander to vary the strict application of
Section 225-14(d), Swimming pools, 25ft distance to lot lines, to install a swimming pool in the
rear yard of the premises located at 58 East Elizabeth Street in the Village of Skaneateles.

Present: Craig Phinney, Acting Chairman
Lee Buttolph, Member
Stephen Hartnett, Member
Larry Pardee, Member

Jorge Batlle, Clerk to the Zoning Board of Appeals
Riccardo Galbato, Attorney for the Zoning Board of Appeals

Ovid Neulander, Applicant
Tom Welsch, Pool contractor

Donna Ciaccio, 58 East Elizabeth St (property owner)
Others present: D. Weidor, B. Spalding. M/M Jarman,

Absent: Lisa Banuski, Chairman

Acting Chairman Phinney opened the public hearing at 7:41pm announcing the
application of Ovid Neulander for 58 East Elizabeth Street.

Tom Welsch from Design Pool & Spa, who functions as a designer said, “we were asked
to bring a letter indicating that they had spoken with their neighbors about the project and that is
that. (presented to the Board) I also brought some new drawings that might be helpful of the
project with some other illustrations to the side. The larger drawing shows a portion of the home
and the garage and some of the property line. The smaller inset square is, in fact, a reduced
version of the plot plan. Then I also prepared a few images on the side that can just give you a
3D concept of what is being proposed. It is an in-ground Gunite swimming pool that will be
interior surfaced — quartz, which is a very durable hard surface. It will have waterline tile just a 6
inch band at the waterline. Then essentially a 3 foot band of concrete. As you can see because
it’s a free-form pool there are portions of that are wider than the 3 feet. But, the maximum then
in any of the extremes edges of the pool are 3 feet. It will be surrounded by an aluminum fence

that will, of course, meet the NY State Code for pool barriers and will essentially be of this style
of fence.”



Acting Chairman Phinney asked, “on the property line or just off the property line?”
Welsch said, “it is just off the property line You can see that on one side and the garage will
become part of the barrier. Self-closing, self latching gates, of course. But essentially
encompassing the pool area primarily, not the entire property. It will, of course, have a Pool
Guard pool alarm which will meet Code as well and it has all the Virginia Graeme Baker
compliant main drains. So there are domed main drains. The 2 main drains are a distance apart
along with vacuum release. So, it’s all Code compliant in that way.”

Acting Chairman Phinney asked, “it looks like you are going to be able to snake it around
some of the trees?” Welsch said, “yes, the one tree that is of significance is actually right about
here (points on drawing). One of the things that I, as a designer that I am always very conscious
of, is that I look at the drip line of the tree. Obviously, if it is a tree of value, we don’t want to
damage that. So, if I stay outside of the drip line of that tree, I don’t risk damaging its root
system, because it is pretty muck a mirror image of what we have above... .this pool does have
an in-floor cleaning system that makes it, not maintenance free, but we have customers that have
never vacuumed their pool because of how this functions. It is also very efficient for distributing
chemical, so you have a healthy pool. It also functions very well for bringing the heated water
thru the floor of the pool, so it’s more energy efficient. It doesn’t waste energy which we are
very conscious of and strive to be sensitive to.”

The Chairman asked the Board if they had any questions? Member Hartnett asked, “you
have asked both your neighbors? There are no letters from the neighbors that need to be brought
in?” Welsch said, “we were not requested to do that, but we could provide that for you.” Member
Hartnett said, “often we get letters from the neighbors. I just want to make sure that nothing
came in that was not in the packet.” The Chairman said, “I’ll read this into the record, from Ms.
Donna A. Ciaccio — To whom it may concern. This is to confirm that I contacted my neighbors to
the east and west of my property and discussed with them my proposal for installing a pool in the
back yard. I explained to them the plans and the process that I am going through to get Town
(Village) approval, and both neighbors approved and agreed with the plans proposed. Thank

you for your attention and please let me know if I can be of further assistance. Donna A. Ciaccio.
This is dated September 23, 2011.

Welsch said, “I also want to share with you that as a company that’s coming in from out
of town to your community to build, when we are building in a community other than our own,
do what we can to use local resources. So, the local fence installer will be used for the fence. We
don’t feel the need that we have to do that.. We are going to be buying the concrete locally — as
locally as possible. Excavation will be as local as possible. We try to bolster not only our

company but also your local economy to the extent that we can. Obviously, there are some things
that we need to do, like build the pool.”

Member Buttolph asked, “on the pump house here, is there a concrete pad going there?”
Welsch said, “yes, there is a concrete pad underneath that which — we haven’t specified and we
never do specify if that’s poured concrete or Gunite. Poured concrete is less expensive, so it’s
likely that we will do that when we do the deck. Sometimes, if it make sense, or we have the
extra material, we will shoot that in Gunite, which is typically more expensive. If it makes sense
to do that we will do that, of course.” Member Buttolph said, “we need that in as part of the
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record.” Welsch said, “it’s a 5 by 7 pad. I think you have in your documents...when another
installer is doing the fence, we have the customer to sign a form that indicates. . .that they are
mindful of the need to put the Code compliant fence up.” Ciaccio signed a copy of New York
State Fence Code and it was placed into the file.

Acting Chairman Phinney asked about pool lighting? Welsch said, “this pool actually has
2 lights. (indicates on drawing) There are 2 lights in the pool. When ever I am illuminating a
free-form pool, I strive to do that in a way that’s going to light it to its best advantage. In the old
days it went what was the diving board. When you sat at the shallow end it looked like a guy on
a Harley Davidson coming at you out of the water. I usually try to light it more esthetically. So, I
use 2- 300 watt instead of one 500 watt.” Acting Chairman Phinney asked, “how about lights
outside — above ground lights?” Ciaccio said, ‘there are lights on the deck looking out into the
back yard.” The Acting Chairman asked, “so, there will be no additional lights that you will be
putting in?” Member Hartnett asked, “you are not putting in any light poles in the pool area?”
Ciaccio said, “no.”

Acting Chairman Phinney said, “we all like swimming pools. But swimming pools are
incredibly intrusive in small neighborhoods, because we all have fun in swimming pools. And
we all make noise. If we have younger children and teenagers particularly, it can certainly
become intrusive.” Member Buttolph said, “lighting is also that.” Acting Chairman Phinney
said, “your houses are all very close together. With all the lights coming off the football field,
I’m not sure how intrusive your lights would be here.”

The Acting Chairman opened the floor to anyone wishing to speak in favor of this
application. No one spoke. The Acting Chairman opened the floor to anyone wishing to speak in
opposition to the application. No one spoke. The Acting Chairman moved to close the public
hearing. Seconded by Member Pardee. The vote was 4-0 in favor of the motion.

The Acting Chairman asked for a motion. Member Buttolph said, “I move that we
accept the application submitted by Ovid Neulander to vary the strict application of
Section 225-14(d), Swimming pools, 25ft distance to lot lines, to install a swimming pool in
the rear yard of the premises located at 58 East Elizabeth Street in the Village of

Skaneateles. And a 7 by 5 foot pump pad behind the garage. This is a Type II SEQR. Two
years to complete the project.”

Seconded by Member Pardee. The vote was 4-0 in favor of the motion. The motion was
declared passed. The meeting was closed at 7:51pm.
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